An American Marriage
From the book An American Marriage, one of the golden lines identified is, ‘for him, the chance to start a new would be reprieved, but for me, it would be the mother of all setbacks,’ (95). The reason why the line is of interest is that it is ironical. Walter’s past is characterized as being of regret and missed opportunities implying that there exists hope for him in the future. As a result, he is encouraged to clear his mind and focus on the future yet the line identifies this as the beginning of all problems.
Another golden line from the book is, ‘when I went to fill a bucket with ice on that fateful night, every smart decision I’d made suddenly became irrelevant,’ (97). The statement contradicts how the initial moment had been when. Walter considered the woman she was with as a mother she had never had likewise to the woman who saw him as his son. In contrast to this, while in the courtroom the woman was certain that he was the offender contrasting her previous thoughts.
The other golden line identified is, ‘I tried to find other things to say, but all I could think about was how my mother was gone forever and my wife wasn’t here either,’ (101). The statement proves that Walter was finding it hard to cope with his new life after life-changing events. Interestingly, prayers could not deter him from thinking of his family. This further emphasizes why his previous life was full of regrets.
Reading further into the book, another golden line identified is, ‘… and now my wrongfully incarcerated husband is released and I have to tell him that I’m engaged to another man,’ (164). As much as Celestial’s life was going on well there was still one obstacle in her life, her husband. Initially, Walter was advised to make efforts to plan his future since his past was unsuccessful. Unfortunately, the fact that planning for the future being identified as the cause of more problems if evident from his wife’s engagement with another man.
Another golden line from the book is, ‘I’ve likely rolled with punches when I should have hit back,’ (165). The statement proves that just as women in our society are subjected to domestic violence, the same is the case with Celestine. Her nest ability was to adapt to the harsh treatment implying that women in most societies have to be submissive to men even when it involves matters concerning their rights. Despite realizing that she should have done something in response, she chose to do nothing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lastly, ‘I ushered him out, wondering if he weren’t a ghost, too, the ghost of what could have happened but didn’t,’ (180). Cecile and the strange customer’s case seem similar thus reminds her of her incarcerated husband. The new customer is perhaps an impression of her husband to enable her prepare for the time her husband will arrive while she is already with another man. Alternatively, from her encounter with the customer, she presumes that her husband will be okay with the situation thus maintain contact even after they separate.
